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Doorways to Creative Writing 

Coming up with a good story idea is the first step 

toward writing a good story.  Unleash your young-

ster’s imagination and boost her writing skills with 

these two ideas for getting started. 

1. Book Titles.  Suggest that your child use the 

title of a favorite book as inspiration for her 

own story.  If she chooses Cloudy with a 

Chance of Meatballs (Judi Barrett) she might 

describe a rainy afternoon spent making spa-

ghetti and meatballs with her grandma.  Or 

for Where the Wild Things Are (Maurice   

Sendak), she could write about a hike in the 

forest-what wild animals will her character 

see? 

2. Flashbacks.  Instead of writing the beginning 

of her story first, your youngster can start at 

the end! She might open with, “And that’s 

how we discovered that our cat was a secret 

agent.”  Then she could write the rest of the 

tale as a flashback, with the cat disappearing 

un expectedly and the family finding spy dis-

guises like wigs and fake mustaches around 

the house. 

Mark Your Calendar 

Report Cards Coming Home Tuesday, 
January 12th and  

Thursday, January 14th 
 

Soccer Tryouts February 8th—11th 

 

Homework & Study Help Title 1 Parent 

Workshop in February 

 
Title 1 Parent & Family Engagement  

Parent Café has been postponed until 
further notice. 

 

My son Philip studied hard for tests and knew the material.  But he still got nervous and didn’t do as well as  

he could have.  Since his cousin Gina was successful in high school, I suggested that he talk to her.  First  

Gina sent Philip a link to a deep breathing exercise she uses when she’s nervous before a test.  At first, he felt 

silly doing it, but he had to admit that it helped him feel less stressed. 

 

His cousin also recommended glancing quickly through the w hole test first, so Philip would know how fast to 

work.  Lately my son has been timing himself doing practice test to get a feel for the right pace. 

Finally, when teachers allow scrap paper, Philip uses Gina’s strategy for jotting down formulas as soon as  

tests are handed out so he’ll have a reference. 

Philip’s test grades have been trending up lately, and he doesn’t seem quite as nervous on test days.   
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Test-taking Tips 

Tiger Tales and the Title 1 Middle Years Newsletter can e found on the school website @ www.rms.Catoosa.k12.ga.us 

Tips for Digital Learning Days 

 Make a space for students to do their work 

 Establish a daily routine 

 Have students keep a work log 

 Go over expectations for the day 

 Ask students to show you their completed work each day 

 Give detailed praise and suggestions 

 Encourage students to reach out to teachers if they have  

         questions 


